AI Photo Restoration Guide
Fix a damaged, faded, or low-quality old photo — scratches, tears, discoloration, and blur — without losing what makes it look real.
How It Works
Describe the photo’s condition (torn, faded, black-and-white, blurry, low resolution) and what you want preserved (facial likeness, original clothing/background details). The guide gives you the right restoration approach and settings, plus what restoration tools genuinely can and can’t fix.
What to Provide
	Input
	What to enter

	Damage type
	Scratches, tears, fading, blur, low resolution, water damage

	Colorize?
	Keep black-and-white, or colorize

	Priority
	What must stay accurate (faces, specific details)

	Intended use
	Print size, digital sharing, framing


Restoration Approach
Replace [[tokens]] with your details. This is the finished deliverable.
1. Diagnose the Damage
[[List the specific issues: e.g. “vertical crease down the middle, yellowing, soft focus on the left side”]]
2. Restoration Order (Do in This Sequence)
1. Fix structural damage first (tears, creases, missing sections) — this is foundational; other fixes build on top of it.
1. Correct color/tone (de-yellow, adjust contrast) before sharpening — sharpening damaged color noise makes it worse.
1. Upscale/sharpen last, once structure and color are already fixed.
1. Colorize (if desired) as the final step, using the original garment/setting as context clues for accurate colors.
3. What Restoration Can’t Fully Fix
Be honest about the ceiling: [[e.g. “if a face is more than ~30% obscured by damage, the AI is reconstructing, not restoring — flag this to whoever you’re giving the photo to”]]
4. Output Settings
Target resolution: [[Match intended use — 300 DPI for print, screen resolution for digital]]
Format: [[TIFF or high-quality PNG for archival, JPEG only for casual sharing]]
Worked Examples
Example 1 — Torn Family Photo, 1960s Black & White
Damage: Torn corner, faded, some scratches.
Approach: Repair tear first, correct fading/contrast, light sharpening, leave black-and-white as requested (family wanted to preserve the original look).
Example 2 — Faded Color Photo, Wants Colorized Version Made More Vibrant
Damage: Heavy yellow color cast from age, some blur.
Approach: Color-correct to remove yellow cast before any enhancement, mild sharpening, output both a “restored original tone” version and a vibrance-boosted version for comparison.
Common Mistakes to Avoid
· Sharpening before fixing color/structure — amplifies existing damage
· Over-colorizing guesses that don’t match era-accurate clothing/objects
· Promising 100% face reconstruction on badly damaged originals — set expectations honestly
· Wrong output resolution for the intended print size, causing pixelation
· Losing the “old photo” character entirely — sometimes light grain/texture should stay for authenticity
Restore structure and color first, sharpen and colorize last — and always keep a copy of the untouched original.
